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Agenda
o Introduction
o Presentation

• Project summary
• Community input
• Draft master plan
• Project schedule

o Question, answer and discussion
o Project next steps and meeting close





Property Information
o Purchased by Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open Space District in 2005 

from Lawson Family

o Transferred to Sonoma County Regional Parks in June 2014

o Approximately 247 acres 

o Oak woodland, grasslands, mixed evergreen forest, riparian, chaparral/Sargent cypress 

woodland

o Prominent ridgeline with scenic vistas

o Sensitive habitat types



Planning Summary
o Project Goals 
o Inventory
o Community Input & Ideas
o Draft Master Plan Development



Project Goals
o Accessible facility and trails for a variety of users and user abilities
o Develop facilities sensitive to the unique environment
o Develop a master plan that provides a

• range of recreational opportunities
• balances recreation with natural resource protection
• protects unique natural and cultural resources 
• encourages public education and interpretation
Develop Resource Management Plano



Inventory – Plant Communities



Madrone Oak woodland

Douglas-fir Oak woodland
Chaparral transition to
Douglas-fir Oak woodland

Native bunch grasses



District Conservation Easement and Recreation Covenant
Easement and Covenant Values

o Natural Resource Preservation Protection – Perpetual Public 
Recreation
• Low-intensity public outdoor recreational activities
• Habitat preservation
• Management and conservation of natural resources
• Use of existing former residence in association with low-

intensity public outdoor recreational and educational activities
o Easement Restrictions

• No public vehicle access or recreational motorized vehicles
• Consistent use with the conservation values
• New structures must get District approval
• Limits signage
• No hunting



Inventory

o

Assets Issues
o Preserve Wild-lands o Sensitive Resources
o Preserve Scenic Vistas o Steep Terrain
o Hike-in Cabin or Ranger / o Old Fencing and Debris

Volunteer Station o Existing Building in Poor Condition
Trails





Community Input & Ideas

o Additional multi-use trails

o New trail from Lawson property to Azalea Creek 

Campground

o Additional parking for Pythian trailhead

o Minimize outdoor lighting – International 

Dark-sky Association compliance

o Property boundary lines clearly marked

o Interpretive panels and wildlife information

o ‘Leave no trace’ education at trailheads

o Picnic tables at vista points

o Signing for parking could be improved at 

equestrian parking area



Site Overview



Proposed Trail Plan



Proposed Trails – Lower Johnson



Proposed Trails - Center



Proposed Trails – Azalea Creek



Proposed Trails - Plant Communities Overlay



Final Draft Trail Plan



Trail Views

View near Lawson’s Peak View from Lawson’s Peak

View of Spire Point TheSpire
View from Rim of 
Hood Creek Canyon  



Site Development Overview



Facilities Development Final Draft Plan



Conceptual Overnight Camping



Conceptual Overnight Cabin



Land Management



Project Schedule

FALL WINTER SPRING SUMMER FALL WINTER Spring

>2015 2015 2015-16 2016 2016 2016 2016-17 2017

Community 
Workshop 

#2Site 
Clean-Up



THANK YOU



CONTACT MAP
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